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New Board Members
The American Friends of Attingham welcomed two new board members at last
fall's Annual Meeting.

interests include the broader intersections
with graphic design, photography, fashion
and film. His exhibitions at the Smithsonian
included Futures (2021) and Disrupting
Craft (2018); and at the V&A, Heatherwick
Studio: Designing the Extraordinary (2012),
1:1 – Architects Build Small Spaces (2010),
and Owen Jones: A Higher Ambition
(2009, subsequent international tour 20112012). For the Sainsbury Centre in the UK
he also co-curated Superstructures: The
New Architecture 1960-1990 (2018).

Abraham Thomas

Abraham Thomas '11 is the Daniel
Brodsky Curator of Modern Architecture,
Design and Decorative Arts at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, based in the
Department of Modern and Contemporary
Art. Previously, he held curatorial positions
at the Smithsonian Institution (2016-20)
where he was Curator-in-Charge of the
Renwick Gallery, and Senior Curator at
the Arts and Industries Building. Before
moving to the United States, he was
based in London where he was Director
of Sir John Soane’s Museum (2013-15),
and prior to that appointment served as
Curator of Designs at the Victoria and
Albert Museum (2005-13), with lead
responsibility for architecture.
He has published and lectured extensively
on architecture and design of the 19th
century to the present day, and his research

Rebecca Tilles '09 is Curator of 18thCentury Western European Art at Hillwood
Estate, Museum & Gardens in Washington,
DC. At Hillwood, she curated the exhibition
Perfume & Seduction (2019), an exhibition
of outdoor garden sculpture by the artist
Kristine Mays entitled Rich Soil (June
26, 2021-January 9, 2022), and she is
currently organizing The Luxury of Clay:
Porcelain Past and Present (February 16-

Farewell and Thanks

Alumni News

With the election of new board members,
comes a fond farewell to those members
whose terms have expired. This year
we bid adieu to Sean Sawyer '02 and
Steven Spandle '11. Sean served as
the Chair for the Lecture Committee, and
was responsible for the formal invitation
to speakers featured at the Fall Benefit
Lecture. Steven served on the Study Trip
Committee and helped plan several trips,
including our last trip to Thomasville, GA,
which was tremendous fun. We thank
them both heartily for the time, dedication,
and support they have shown to the AFA.

Robin Bledsoe, SP ’18 recently closed her
Cambridge, MA, bookshop of almost 40
years and is now selling antiquarian books on
her website and at various virtual book fairs
(VBFs). She specializes in older equestrian
books and ephemera in all fields, as well as
scholarly art and architecture books. Her
account of “The Horse and the Country
House” 2018 summer program appeared
in the January 2019 issue of The Carriage
Journal of The Carriage Association of
America. She is preparing an article on turnof-the-century printed equestrian ephemera
for the January 2022 issue of The Ephemera
Journal of The Ephemera Society of America.
She welcomes correspondence via www.
bledsoebooks.com.

Rebecca Tilles
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June 26, 2022). Rebecca is also organizing
a spotlight exhibition entitled Marjorie
Merriweather Post and the Diplomacy of
Philanthropy, in partnership with the State
Department, at the National Museum of
American Diplomacy in Washington, D.C.
(2022), as well as a display connected to
Hillwood’s Riesener furniture.
Rebecca completed her PhD in Art History
from the University of Sussex (2019)
where her dissertation was entitled George
and Florence Blumenthal: A Collecting
Partnership in the Gilded Age, 1858-1941.
Prior to beginning her PhD, Rebecca
worked as a curatorial research fellow in
decorative arts and sculpture in the Art of
Europe Department at the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston from 2007-2014. She holds
a BA (with honors) in French and French
Cultural Studies from Wellesley College
(2003), an MA in European Decorative Arts
from The Bard Graduate Center in New
York (2007), and she studied at the Ecole
du Louvre, Paris. Rebecca has lectured for
The Society for the History of Collecting,
the Centre for Historic Houses (India),
The Royal Oak Foundation, ICOM, The
Institute of Classical Architecture & Art,
The Furniture History Society, The French
Porcelain Society, Sotheby’s Institute of
Art, and TIAMSA (The International Art
Market Studies Association). She recently
published “The Artistic Patronage and
Transatlantic Connections of Florence
Blumenthal” in the Journal ’19 (Issue 31)
Women Collectors: Taste, Legacy, and
Cultural Philanthropy c. 1850-1920 and is
currently working on a new publication, in
collaboration with Hillwood curators, on
the collection and residences of Marjorie
Merriweather Post (Rizzoli, 2022).

Robin Bledsoe
(Continued on page 3)
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House for many months, the institution
has been sustained throughout by a
community of generous supporters. In
2021, he was also awarded an Honorary
Membership in the American Institute
of Architects. Following his retirement,
he and his wife, Denise, will be moving
permanently this summer to the UK
(Cornwall), where he looks forward to
volunteering, and researching and writing
about historic house museums.

Charles A. Mitchem
In June 2021, Charles A. Mitchem, LHC
'19, was named an Associate of Interior
Architects in New York.

Philadelphia miniatures experts Elle
Shushan, RCS '03 and Birmingham
Museum of Art Director Graham C.
Boettcher '04 have co-authored Lover’s
Eyes: Eye Miniatures from the Skier
Collection (Giles Ltd., 2021). This lavish
volume features color illustrations of over
130 pieces from the Skier Collection,
including examples comprising rare
subgenres such as “Lover's Lips” and
“Flower Eyes,” among others. It also
includes images of eye miniatures from
museum collections around the world;
essays on forgeries and fakes; the
persistence of the eye portrait tradition;
and eye miniatures created by Richard
Cosway. The book is currently available
from your local independent bookseller
and Amazon.

Jennifer Klos

Ted Bosley

Edward "Ted" Bosley '17 retired last fall
from his longtime position as Executive
Director of The Gamble House in
Pasadena, CA, where he served in
various capacities since 1990. He feels
privileged to have overseen a major
exterior conservation project, completed
in 2004, and to have co-curated (with
Anne Mallek '05) an exhibition of Greene
& Greene decorative arts in 2008-09 that
traveled from the Huntington Library (San
Marino, CA) to the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston, and the Smithsonian’s Renwick
Gallery in Washington, DC. More recently,
he helped to establish the independent
non-profit
organization—The
Gamble
House Conservancy—which assumed
administrative responsibility from the
University of Southern California School
of Architecture in March 2020. While the
pandemic closed the doors of the Gamble

D Home, a lifestyle magazine for the
Dallas, TX area, named AFA Board
member Jennifer Klos '12, and her art
consultancy firm Collector House, the
Best Art Curator in Dallas for 2021. Klos
established Collector House in 2016 to
assist emerging to seasoned collectors on
acquiring works of art, from the historical
to contemporary. Klos was formerly
Curator at the Oklahoma City Museum
of Art and is an independent curator and
lecturer.

John Herzan

In November, John Herzan '81 received
the American Institute of Architects
(AIA) Connecticut's 2021 Public Service
Award for his work with the New Haven
Preservation Trust. John served as the
Trust's Preservation Services Officer
for 15 years and continues to serve as
a member of the Trust's advisory board.
John is also a member of the State Historic
Preservation Board. Upon his retirement,
the Trust established the Herzan Lecture
Fund, which offers presentations open to
the community on the City of New Haven
and its historic places and spaces. This
award is an acknowledgement of John's
longtime commitment to the preservation
of New Haven's architectural heritage.
David Lewis '16 recently took a position
as Associate Professor of Architectural
History in the Continuing Education
Department at the University of Oxford
(UK). He is a Fellow of Kellogg College.
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colonial north for audiences both onsite
and online. Team members for these
projects include several Attingham
alums including Dennis Pickeral '08,
Executive Director at Stenton, and two
AFA Board members, Laura Keim '07,
Curator at Stenton, and Jessa Krick '13,
Associate Director of Collections at HHV.

Harriton House

Laura J. Myers '13 has been appointed
Executive Director of the Harriton
Association, which is responsible for
operating historic Harriton House (1704)
located in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania.
Harriton is probably best known as
the home of Charles Thomson, who
is most famous for his role as the first
and only Secretary to the Continental
Congresses. In 1789, after serving 15
years as the Secretary of the Continental
and Confederation Congresses, Charles
Thomson and his wife Hannah retired
to Harriton, where he remained until his
death in 1824. Thomson also designed
the Great Seal of the United States,
which continues in use to this day.
The National Endowment for the
Humanities recently awarded grants to
several historic sites including Stenton in
Philadelphia (owned and operated by the
National Society of The Colonial Dames
of America) and Historic Hudson Valley
(HHV) based in Pocantico Hills, New
York. Stenton's grant will go towards
building renovations and the creation of
an education center, which will increase
accessibility,
expand
programming
space, and provide new staff offices.
HHV's grant is for the development of
a project titled "Kofi's Tiral: A Digital
Graphic History" and will allow for the
production of an interactive graphic
history examining the trial of Kofi, the
enslaved accused leader of the 1741
New York Conspiracy. These important
funds will help HHV's continued work
delving into the history of slavery in the

Architectural Historian Carl Lounsbury
'81, on staff for many years at Colonial
Williamsburg and now teaching at the
College of William and Mary, has edited
the recent book The Material World of
Eyre Hall: Four Centuries of Chesapeake
History (Giles, 2021). Erected in 1759
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, Eyre
Hall is still occupied by descendants
of its builder and retains a rich variety
of objects acquired by the family,
reflecting the tastes and aspirations
of its many different generations. The
material culture of Eyre Hall illustrates
the everchanging meanings of this
place in American culture from the
seventeenth- through the twenty-first
century and represents the cultural
endeavors of southern society that
was built on slavery and suffered the
tribulations of wars, emancipation, and
economic depressions. Contributors
to this volume also include Attingham
alums Laura Barry '02, Bennie Brown
'82, Cary Carson '68, Edward Chappell
'86, Angelika Kuettner '10, Margaret
Pritchard SP '92, '94, and Sumpter
Priddy '86.
{4}

From February 25 through July 10,
2022, the Yale University Art Gallery
presents Gold in America: Artistry,
Memory, Power, the first exhibition
since 1963 to survey the role of gold in
American art and culture. Organized by
John Stuart Gordon '04, the Gallery’s
Benjamin Attmore Hewitt Curator of
American Decorative Arts, Gold in
America showcases over 70 examples
of American gold as well as paintings,
photographs, and other works of art.
Objects are drawn primarily from
the Gallery’s permanent collection,
augmented by select loans from the Yale
Center for British Art, the Yale Peabody
Museum of Natural History, and
private collections. According to Gordon,
“The Yale University Art Gallery houses
the finest collection of early American
gold of any museum…Gold objects
were emblems of prestige or display
that often became treasured heirlooms,
proclaiming family pride or forging links
to the history of the nation. Many of the
leading silversmiths worked in gold, a
tradition that continues to the present
day. We invite audiences to connect
with these rich stories and to experience
how this gleaming metal—which has
been worked since antiquity—continues
to interact with our world. We hope
that this exhibition brings forward new
insights and research.”

Jacob Hurd, Thimble Owned by Elizabeth
Gooch Hubbart Franklin, Boston, 1730–40.
Gold. Yale University Art Gallery, Mabel Brady
Garvan Collection. Image courtesy Yale
University Art Gallery.
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Upcoming Events

Save the Date!
Washington, D.C.
Study Trip
June 5-8, 2022

The AFA looks forward to
resuming our annual Study
Trip this year with a special trip
to Washington, D.C. and the
surrounding area. Highlights will
include tours of Mount Vernon,
Historic Alexandria, Hillwood
Estate, Museum and Garden and
more! Registration opens midMarch with more information,
so please be on the lookout for
further announcements.

Recent Events
This past fall, the AFA held two of its
annual events virtually due to the ongoing
pandemic. The Annual Meeting of the
Members, was held on September 30th
and featured an informative talk afterwards
by Stephen Hague '04 on "Alternate
Approaches to Country House Collections
in America." Several weeks later, the AFA
held the Fall Benefit Lecture on October
17th featuring AFA Past-President, art
historian and scholar Sheila ffolliott.
Sheila's lecture Inside Catherine de’
Medici’s Parisian Palace was a feast for
the senses as she recreated a lavish
party held on Shrove Tuesday in 1580 by
Catherine de' Medici at her Renaissance
palace, the Hôtel de la Reine. Sheila's
illustration of the evening was partly based
on detailed accounts of Queen Elizabeth
I's ambassador, Sir Henry Cobham, and his
wife Anne. In addition to visual imagery,
Sheila incorporated musical recordings
and videos of traditional song and dance
to illustrate how the evening would have
looked and sounded. Thanks to all who
purchased tickets to view the talk, with a
special thanks to our Lecture Sponsors for
making the evening a financial success.
The Fall Lecture is AFA's only annual
fundraising event.

Edward Lee Cave
Margaret Civetta
Karina H. Corrigan
Nancy deWaart
Heather Ewing
Barbara File
Merry Glosband
Michele Beiny Harkins
Fenella and Morrison Heckscher
William T. Hobbs II
E. Randolph Hooks
Anne Kenny-Urban
Shepard Krech III & Sheila ffolliott
David Maxfield
Mary M. Meyer
George McNeely
David Parsons
Stewart G. Rosenblum
Charles Savage
Jay Robert Stiefel
E. Clothier Tepper
Beth Carver Wees & Dustin Wees

Wolf Burchard

In January, several keen alums were treated to
a tour of the exhibition Inspiring Walt Disney:
The Animation of French Decorative Arts at
The Met. (This marks our first in-person event
since January 2020!). Exhibition curator Wolf
Burchard gave a thrilling tour highlighting
Disney's love of French decorative arts
and the inspirations behind the animators'
work to create scenes, costumes, objects
and characters for some of Disney's most
famous films. It was a wonderful afternoon
and what a treat to be together again!

Fall Benefit Lecture Sponsors:
Cynthia Bronson Altman
Anonymous
Thomas Appelquist & Charles Newman
Betsy Shack Barbanell
Group outside the entrance to the Inspiring Disney exhibition
{5}
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In Memoriam

Elaine Evans Dee '80, passed away in August 2020 at the age of 96. She was a
former President of the American Friends of Attingham, leading the AFA Board from
1990-1994. Prior to her retirement, Elaine was an art historian and museum curator.
Her longest tenure was at the Cooper Hewitt Museum in New York City, where she
served as Curator of Prints and Drawings from 1968 to 1990. She, and her husband
Joe, relocated in 1996 to Truro, MA, where she was active in the community
including volunteering at the Truro Library and the Truro Historical Museum. She is
survived by her son, his wife, and several grand, and great grandchildren.

Elaine Evans Dee

Graham S. Hood, longtime Chief
Curator at Colonial Williamsburg, passed
away in September 2021. While he
never attended a full Attingham course,
he was able to take part in the "Special"
Third Week of the 1987 Summer School.
He was also a dear friend to Attingham,
encouraging many of his colleagues to
attend the Summer School and other
courses over the years.
Graham was born in Birmingham,
England, in 1936, and the experience of
living through and after World War II in
England would forever shape his world
and his beliefs in art, history and religion.
After attending the University of Oxford,
he earned his Masters of Art History at
the Courtauld Institute of Art in London.
He met his future wife, Gale, during the
summer of 1960, in Stratford-on-Avon,
where his family lived and she, a student
from America, was studying drama. He
followed her to the United States, and
they were married in August 1961.
He held curatorial positions at the
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
in Hartford, CT, the Yale University Art
Gallery in New Haven, and the Detroit
Institute of Art before accepting a
position in 1971 at Colonial Williamsburg,
where he served as Vice President for
Collections and Museums and The
Carlisle H. Humelsine Chief Curator,

S

until his retirement in
December 1997. He had
a storied 36-year career
authoring several books
and articles on a wide
variety of decorative
arts topics. While at
Williamsburg he led the
historic renovation of
the Governor’s Palace,
which resulted in a
complete
rethinking
of historic interiors
and their presentation
to the public. One of
his most important
achievements while at
Williamsburg was his
oversite of the planning
and construction of
the DeWitt Wallace
Decorative
Arts
Museum at Colonial
Williamsburg.
He found great joy in
S. Hood
the beauty of the natural Graham
courtesy of Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
world, especially birds
and gardening; writing;
long hours of reading; poetry; classical his family and his dogs. His smile, his
music; eighteenth- and nineteenth- humor and his amazing observations and
century art; European travel; tinkering knowledge will forever affect those he
with many household projects in his knew.
workshops; and especially, being with
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In Memoriam
George H. Yetter '90 passed
away in the summer of 2021.
A native of Tulsa, Oklahoma,
George attended Tulsa University
and
afterwards
earned
a
Master's degree in English from
the University of Missouri. He
then served in the US Air Force,
which included a 12-month tour
of Vietnam and was awarded
several service medals. After the
conclusion of his military service,
George attended the University
of Virginia, where in 1980 he
earned a Master’s Degree in
Architectural History. While in that
graduate program, he worked on
a summer project for the Historic
American
Buildings
Survey/
Historic American Engineering
Record, surveying threatened
buildings along the Missouri George H. Yetter
River.
After graduation, George moved to valuable collection was divided, George
Williamsburg, VA, where he had accepted became a librarian in the Special Collections
a position as Architectural Archivist for the Department of the Rockefeller Library.
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. In that There he cared for the historic portion of
role, he curated a large, active collection the drawings archive and helped to manage
of architectural drawings, maps, and rare books, photographs, manuscripts, and
plats dating back to the earliest days of photostatic reproductions.
the Williamsburg Restoration. When that During his career with Colonial

Williamsburg,
George
authored
Williamsburg
Before and After: The ReBirth of Virginia’s Colonial
Capital. This well-received
book highlighted the
documentary research,
arc h a e o l o g y,
and
architectural investigation
that
supported
the
restoration. It has since
become one of Colonial
W i l l i a m s b u rg ’s
most
popular
and
enduring
publications. In addition,
George
produced
an
extensive research guide to
the architectural drawings
of Williamsburg gardens
produced by Landscape
Architect Arthur Shurcliff.
The subject was a favorite
with George, connecting to
his life-long love of plants, gardening, and
landscape.
George retired in 2013, after 33 years of
service to the Foundation. Over that time,
his colleagues came to hold him in high
regard. He was deeply curious about the
world and brought a boyish enthusiasm to
any subject that fired his ready imagination.

Lori Zabar '02 passed away at home
after a five-year battle with cancer at the
age of 67 on February 3, 2022. Born on
the Upper West Side, and a life-long New
Yorker, Lori loved the art, architecture,
and the dynamic culture of cities, but
especially that of her beloved New York.
Lori graduated from Barnard College,
Columbia School of Architecture Historic
Preservation Program, and NYU School
of Law. She first practiced law, and
then was the first Director of the NYC
Historic Properties Fund at the New York
Landmarks Conservancy. She then coowned Kurland-Zabar antiques gallery with
Catherine Kurland and was a researcher in
the American Wing of The Metropolitan

Museum of Art for many years. Lori is
the author of numerous articles and two
books: Zabar's: A Family Story, with
Recipes, and co- author of American
Portrait Miniatures in The Metropolitan
Museum of Art. She curated the exhibition
Roaring into the Future: New York 19251935 at the Munson- Williams-Proctor
Art Institute. Lori served on the Boards
of Landmark West, Symphony Space,
and the Preservation League of New York
State, and was a member of the Century
Association and Thursday Evening Club.
Lori was the consummate host, gathering
friends from different walks of life for
lively dinners in her home. She was a
bright light that many were drawn to.

Lori Zabar
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Prof. Nicola Courtright
Amherst College
206 Fayerweather Hall
Amherst MA 01002

Thank you for supporting the American Friends of Attingham with your contributions throughout the past year!
We are extremely grateful for each and every donation, which assists in our
general operations and the availability of scholarship funding for participants on Attingham courses.
We couldn’t do it without your gracious support!
Please visit our website www.americanfriendsofattingham.org for up-to-date news and programs offered by the AFA.
Do you have news to share? Please send any news on publications, appointments, research, exhibitions
or awards to admin@americanfriendsofattingham.org to be included in the next newsletter.

